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of DRAMATIC ARTS

RS #9 Nigel & Portia

Start _— NIGEL
—
THEY embrace.
PORTIA
Oh, Nigel! You made it! I had to climb out the window, but I don’t think anyone saw
me...
NIGEL
Are you certain you want to do this?
PORTIA
Yes.
NIGEL
Because we don’t have to if you don’t want to.
PORTIA
No, no, [ want to. I'm just... nervous.
NIGEL

So am I.

(lays his coat on the ground)
Is here okay?

SHE nods, sits. NIGEL reaches into his codpiece, feeling for something. Portia looks
away — until Nigel pulls out a PARCHMENT and reads.

NIGEL
“ODE TO Portia” —by Nigel Bottom.

(very fast)
“Like-stars-and-sun-together-never seen,
yet-heaven-made-us-one-our-flames to-shine,”

PORTIA
Whoa, whoa. Slow down.
NIGEL
Sorry — guess I'm more nervous than I thought. Let me try that again...

(deep breath, starting over)
Like stars and sun together never seen, yet heaven made us one our flames to shine...



PORTIA
Oh God...

SHE’S overcome with sensation that is new to her.

NIGEL

Through night and day, no dusk or dawn between, and none could dim our light nor
love divine...

PORTIA
Mmmmm-hmmm...
NIGEL
(a little faster)
“ Astronomers — behold these starry eyes!”
PORTIA
Mmm-HMMM...
NIGEL
“Forbidden love —bid secret hearts beat loud!”
PORTIA
Keep going...
NIGEL
“If laws of man our stately love denies.”
PORTIA
Don't stop...
NIGEL
“In laws of nature is our love allowed.”
PORTIA
Yes!
NIGEL
(really fast)

“ And-to-the-stars-will-fly the elusive-dove-to-heaven’s-gate-with-my-eternal-love!”
(breathless, turns away)
I finished too quickly. I skipped straight to the final couplet.
PORTIA
It's okay.

(goes to him, hugs him from behind) End
It was beautiful. Will you write me another? —



